
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



7(57 April 29, 1904 

I am not aware that any work looking to the prevention of mosquito 
breeding has yet been undertaken in Nuevo Laredo. I was informed 
by Doctor Garza, however, that only one water barrel would be 
allowed each premises, and that an inspection service, to see that these 
were free from larvae, would be instituted. 
Respectfully, 

T. F. Richardson, 

Assistant Surgeon . 
The Surgeon-General. 

Larvm of Anopheles mosquito found in vicinity of Laredo. 

The following is received from Assistant-Surgeon Richardson under 
date of April 16: 

The larvae of Anopheles (species undetermined) have been found 
recentty in two arroyos and one pond in different parts of the out- 
skirts of the city. 

. The fact is of interest because it is claimed by several physicians 
that malaria never occurs in this locality. 

Disinfection work at localities on International and Great Northern 

Railroad. 

Temporary Acting Assistant Surgeon Cock reports from Moore 
Station, April 16 and 18, through Assistant Surgeon Richardson, as 
follows: 

We have disinfected, to date, 40 houses, containing 131 rooms, with 
about 28 remaining to do. We think the work will be completed 
to-day, weather being favorable. 

From the best data obtainable, from Doctor Williamson, a compe- 
tent local physician, and from the citizens, there were nearly 400 cases 
within a radius of 12 miles of this place, last season, of the disease 
termed "prevailing epidemic." 

The number of cases reported as treated by Doctor Williamson, on 
the salts and starvation plan, is 311: number of deaths, where black 
vomit was present, 7; number of deaths known to the intelligent laity, 
with black vomit present, 16 — all these cases occurring during the 
weeks when Doctor Williamson was confined -with the disease. 

The cooperation of the citizens here has been unanimous. They 
furnished men and teams promptly, and each insists on having his 
premises treated at once. 1 have lectured them constantly on the 
necessity for the liberal use of oil and the filling up of old wells and 
ponds. I have organized a citizens' league, whose duties will be to 
enforce sanitary rules. They will employ labor to cart off and burn 
all tin cans, clear away brush, oil waters, lime vaults, etc. We may 
also depend upon the local physician to report any suspicious cases. 

I drove to Devine (Medina County) } T esterday and consulted the 
county physician there. He acknowledges no infection there last 
season, but urges the Service to disinfect the entire town. 

Your message authorizing move to Devine has been received. We 
will have enough material left to work here two or three days only. 

Note. — Devine is in Medina County, north of Moore Station and south of fean 
Antonio, upon the International and Great Northern Railroad. 

April 18, 1904. The fumigation of the town of Moore was com- 
pleted to-day at 11 a. m. Every house and room in the town has been 
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treated, with the exception of one isolated, small two-room house, in 
which there is a patient too sick to be moved. The work here con- 
sisted in the fumigation of 89 houses, containing 298 rooms. 

The infection was brought here from Laredo, about September 20, 
1903, about which date 50 Mexican cotton pickers landed here and went 
to work; some 8 or 10 of these men were sick in camp south of the town 
by October 1, 1903. A number of them went from here to Devine 
and Bigfoot, a farming community, 10 miles east. I learn that several 
of these Mexicans died with black vomit at Bigfoot and Devine with- 
out medical aid. 

The infection at this place in the latter part of October and during 
the month of November was severe and typical. 

1 saw a case here yesterday, a lady 24 years of age, single, who has 
been suffering with roseola for three days; eruption typical. At noon 
April 17 she had a severe chill; eyes congested and yellowish; pulse 
58 at 3 p. m. I will see her again to-day. This patient lost her 
mother and grown brother with the " prevailing fever," black vomit 
being present for days. She was reported to have had a typical case 
herself in October. 

As per my last report, I thought to finish here and move to Devine 
yesterday, but we discovered some 30 more houses hidden in the brush, 
in the suburbs, and it has required our time and most of our material 
to finish. 

I inclose bill of lading for the outfit and send the men back by 
to-day's train. 1 will report to you from Lytle to-morrow. My next 
town after that will be Pearsall. 

Reports from. Devine and Encinal. 

Temporary Acting Assistant Cock reports through Assistant Sur- 
geon Richardson from Devine and Encinal as follows: 

Devine, Tex., April 19. Inspection of the towns of Medina, Lytle, 
and Devine reveals no evidence from the profession or laity that any 
of these points were infected last fall, or since, with yellow fever. 
Doctor Mayness reports 1 case, thought to be yellow, which came 
from Laredo, but was sent back by quarantine officers the next day 
after arrival. The citizens are anxious at these places to have fumi- 
gation work done, but all deny infection. 

I shall leave here to-day at noon for Pearsall and work from there 
south to Laredo as rapidly as possible. 

Encinal, Tex., April 20. 1 had the honor to report to you from 
Devine yesterday, the 19th, that my next town would be Pearsall, but 
found that I could make two towns a day by coming here and doubling 
back — saving three days' time. 

I will go to Dilley to-day, then back to Cotulla — making Pearsall 
the next day and reaching Laredo the day after. 

There is no physician here, but the citizens think that there were 8 
to 10 deaths here last fall from yellow fever. They desire fumigation. 

Stegomyise and wigglers are here in abundance. 

Inspection at Cotulla — Den(jue. 

Laredo, Tex., April 22, 1904. 
"Wyman, Washington: 

Cock reports from Cotulla that county ph3'sician states has had 
about 20 cases dengue in last 30 days, but rone now under treat- 



